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GOVERNOR'S. MESSAGE. 


Fellow-Citisens of the Senate, 
and House of Representatives. 


THE events of the past year connected with the interest 
and prosperity of our constituents, draw forth the strongest 
feelings towards a renewal of our expressions of gratitude, to 
the Omnipotent Ruler of the Universe, for the numerous mani- 
festations of His peculiar favour—Every section of the state 
has been blessed, with an anusual portion of health,—and but 
few of our fellow-citizens have fallen victims, ta the diseases 
of the climate. Although aggriculture has not yielded so a- 
bundantly as in’ former years, it will doubtless afford a suffi- 
cient supply for all the necessary comforts of Jife,—and from 
the circumstance of the markets of the manufactunng countries 
having been so largely overstocked with the staple commodity 
of our countty, the failure of crops, being nearly equal in all 
the cotton-growing countries ; however hard it may operate on 
the manufacturer, this partial failure will, it is to be hoped, 
prove rather a benefit than an evil, to the cotton planter, by en- 
hancing the value of the article.—anc thereby give new life and 
stimmlus to industry. . 

At no period of our political existence, as a free and inde- 
pendent nation, have we experienced a tune more favourable 
tban the present for deliberation ; upon such important subjects, 
as will necessarily, occupy the attention of the General A~semt- 
bly ; in the promoting, and advancing, the general welfare of 
the state —Whilst the ravages of war ate desolating, and laying 
waste some of the fairest portions of the world and the storm is 
gatlicring, which may eventually, involve the whole of the Eu- 
ropean continent, our beloved country is in a state of profound 
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Chief Magistrate of ihs iipinse hg, almost unparalleled ; 
lamer througout the state, and our minds are left cool and 
collected, to devote all their energies to the improvement of 


-pur social condition. 


The little excitement produced by the recent eloetion oF aR onion of war tonsa moat he improvement in me 


on the part of the genéral governmënt, in relation to the exist- 
ing made of treating with the Indans,—and the present time 
is a most favourable epoch to presy, the kubject and claim, trom 
the government of the United Stales x speedy extinguishment 
of their title within our boundary spe graduation of the price 
of public lands, is also a subject Waich ought not to be lost 
sight of. Buta small portion of the valuable lands originally 
belonging to the public domain, remain unsold, tbe balace be- 
ing held wp at a price above its value, prevents an influx of po- 
pulation that would add strength, and wealth to our country. 
{t is due to us, from the general goverament, that her right to 
the pubhe land should be disposed of xs early as possible. —It 
cannot be ar object with the United States to speculate on the 
new states.—In fact, in this particular, we can scarcely be said 


to have been admitted into the Union on aa equal footing with. 


the original states, 

The situation of the revenu i 
year will be disclosed to you. bgfke annual report of the Audi- 
tor ofublic accounts.—The ái sty in the treasnry on the 9th 
day of January last, amophted to $51,516 54 I-4—Since 
which time, the additiongfsum of $30,394 15 has been re 
ceived on account of the fast year’s taxes, making the sum to- 
tal to amount to $81,710 69 34. ‘The sum audited since 
that time, amounts to $82,770 %4 1-2 centa, which shows a 
deficit in the treasury, ow the 31st, day of December, of $1060 
14 3-4 cts—included in this amount of expenditure are the 
sums of twenty-five thousand dollaw invested in Bank stock, 
in conformity to'a resolution of the General Assembly—for 
the use and benefit of the state, and nine thousand two huan- 
dred dollars for the literary fand, The revenue arising front 
the taxes of the pres sant eM eovsiderably exceed the or- 


e expenditures of the 


condition of our treasury must b highly gratifying, not only 
to you, gentlemen, but to every tizen of the state,—and war- 
rants me in the opinion, that shold it be the disposition of the 
General Assembly to lay the fohdation for the humane and 
benevolent institution,’ a Penitentiary {whereby punishments 
may be made commensurate witi crime, and thereby render- 
ing more certain, the objects of Ñe law in the reformation of 


the offender more effectually aceamplished, and the state re- 


lieved from thé enormous expenct of the long confinement of 
prisoners in our county jails) the 3tate of our funds would jus- 


- tify the undertaking without aa itcrease of taxes—alinost eve- 


ry state in the Union hive adopted this grand institution of 
man, und felt its bene® * { effects, therefore I recommend it to 
your serious consid: . 


gressing by rapid strides in the aggraadisement o? utat scope 
tive states, and augmenting the comforts and happiness of their 

citizens, »y the laudable pursuit of internal improvement, we 

cannot remain long idle spectaters. No section ofthe United 

States offers greater advantages to be derived from a well di- 

gested system than this,—our rivers which are numerous, could 

be made navigable, a great part of the year, comparitively at an 

inconsiderable expence. But any system ta be satisfactory 

should be general in its provisions,—so as to extend the benefit 

resulting from it throughout the state, and I feel it a duty hereto 

remark to you, that the appropriation of money, without sucha 

system wisely matured and perseveringly executed, would be’ 
an improvident application, if not a waste of treasure; therefore 

T would recommend to the General Assembly, the expediency 

of organizing @ board of civil engineers for the purpose of seek- 

ing out, the various ebjects of internal improvement;.and repar- 

ting thereon annually, to the legislature. 

A well organized afd disciplined militia being indispensible 
to our national safety, should not be lost sight of, 1 would te 
spectfully recommend in a partial review of our militia laws a 
more efficient provision for convening general court martiale— 


- and certain provisions for their°eompensation—that the regi- + 


mental drill of officers and non-commissioned officers be abol- 
ished and a brigade drill of officers, under the direction of the 
Adjutant General be substituted, which wonld establish a uni- 
form mode of discipline throughout ihe state, and relieve the 
non-commissioned officers from a burtheusome duty, that the 
law requiring tho Seerets ate to issue blank commissions 
to the commander of regiments be repe 
apement of volunteer Corps, in our state; that persons who 
have served five yems in such a corps, shonld be thereafter ex- 
empt from ordinary military duty, but not from draft for actuad 
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~ gervice; this perhapa would afford the statea valuable description 


of troops, sufficient for any sudden emergency,—and 1 would 
further recommend that a copy of the militia, and patrol laws, 
be furnished to each captain and field officer, — 

Fhe number, of 
the copies of the laws of several sessions, since the idoption ofthe 
revised code, are found insufficient for administering the gov- 
ernment, and which laws have become so complicated, from fre- 
quent cliarizes, that they are difficult te beunderstod,—I would 
therefore respectfully recommend to the consideration of the. 
General Assembly, the appointment of a suitable person, tò re- 
vise and consolidate; such as are of 2 general naturé passed since 
that time. and that the work when’go completed, form a-gecond 
volume of the revised code, 

-A splendid new map of Virginia 
has been presented hy that commonwealth to this state, which is 


t 
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< a level; hence all wise and just governments, have- tum- 
a an The constitution of the Unit- 


ed States in granting to Congress the exclusive privilege of lay- 
ing. duties, ced imposts,. no doubt was intended alone for the 


u * * E . 
Untied States might not be harrassed by the payment of -direct 


; _ ag this paralel of latitude, being iñiconti ; issigsi i 
ist withont the other—that a Tepresentutive government cag `pi had. id panticlpation in running ia ig ele PA : i 

only be preserved in its purity, by virtue and intelligence, and ly due to üs as'a matter of courtesy, but of right, that the hourda-. - i 
that an enlightened people, reared noder. the auspices of free ry between the two staiés be retraced, andaceuritdy established 

institutions, can never be enslaved by fraud or atratagem.— _Ttherefore, respectfully Suggest, theexpediency-of making suita- . = 
The education of our youth, ameng the number of šnibjects .ble provision; inviting the attention ùf the state of Tennessee, to i 

that will clime your attention, is of primary importance,— thissubject, and requesting, à corresponding wiabgementon her 

Great and -anremitling exertions are making -om ‘the part of part to carry the measure into-effect, > 7 = 7 BRE 
the trastees of Jefferson. college, to- extricate: that institution" | ete My ee. Gs l The contingent expencas 
fiom pecuniary embarrassment;-—yet the period is far distaut of the executive department, from ‘the first of January last, up-to - 


fall on the voluptuous consumer.—If the business of the Armer- 

ica ot flourish wi ion of.such a 
nufacturer cannot flourish with the protection ò i 

oe Ge of the governmient,—Is it 


the merchant, and the ma- 


—— OON i for his benefit 2? Some ofthe advocates when they can reasonably expt to put it again into opera- . the present time amounts: $1,651 16 1-2 exceeding the sum - 
Pe tn riner, should be taxed for that excluding duties are neces- tion——From my own knowledge of the progress ofthis insti- appropriated $151 - 16 1-2 this deficiency in the contingent 
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ees —~~pofthe tariff, pretend to argue, fund, is owing to the expence incurred in apprehending, and 
Ai bringing back a criminal who had Hed from justice; the vouchers 

are deposited in the Auditors office for the inspection of your 

committee of accounts, . : © : 

_... ° a. in pursuazice ofan‘ actof the General, 

Assembly, empowering me to adjust aad settle, the accounts be- 

tween this state, and the state of Alabama; with his excellency 

Govérnor Murphy, appointed by a corresponding act of that state, 

Thave the pleasure to inform the General Assembly, that an ar- s 

rangement has been entered iato, (which I am in hopes will be 

satisfactory, to both parties,) and articles ofagreément forwarded 

to the Governor of Alabama which ag yet have not beenexchang- . . 


‘t that it may tution, Lam prepared to say, the failure has been principal- 
Hepes ce such a ‘ee ly owing to an effort on the pet of the-trustees, to force the 
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tors, and tequest our representative, in Congress, te endeavor 


to effect its repeal, ` : 


sion of savage tribes of Indians—-who, as they progress in 


civilization, become attached to the ‘soil, and cannot be in- 
- duced to remove by the policy heretofore used, of'treating with 
y set up for 
£ S i § ment; professing to be an indepent sove- 
reignty, within our limits, m. defiance of the authority of the 
tolerated, consistent with our 
‘best interest, honor, and safety +—The period however has ar- ` 


siyed, which, from recent occurrences, must produce achange - Whilst our pister states, te universally and successfully pro- 


them asa soveréign people, and will, eventually, 
themselves d government, i 


state. These things cannot be 
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‘It is certainly of much concern to us that the: prosperity .of 
the state is greatly retarded by a large portion of the most fertile *. 
and desirable part of our country still remaining in the posses- 


cuniary assistance would plagit in a situation ta insure fi- 


ture prosperity, - ə pe 2 
: In pursuance J a résolution of the General 


survey the, pass from. the Migissippi, below the Chickasaw 
Bluff to the Yazoo river—I fave the pleasure to say he has 
performed that service, -whos report is herewith transmitted 
for your inspection; should it be the opinion of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, that the opegiag and‘cleariag out of this pass 
is practicable and ought to carried into effect,—As the prin. 
cipal part of the route pasyg threugh the Indian territory and 
waste lands—I would suggst the propriety of memorializing 
Congress, on the subject aid soliciting their assistance. 
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Assembly, General: David Dikson was appointed engineer’ to ` 


ed; the delay is perhaps owing to the circumstance of the legis- - 
lature of that state being in session} a copy of the correspondence 
and articles are herewith transmitted, | eve 
- op e a Tn compliance. with the 
provisions ofan act ofthe last session; for the relief of Sam. ©. 
Wooldrige,-Commissioners ‘were appointed, to examine the 
Auditor, and late Treasurer’s books, who have performed that 


sy service; and report a defalcation in the Treasury of $5,401 96 
1-4 cts., lam informed asufiiciency of property, of the late Treas- 


urer has been surrendered, and sold by his securities, to meet the 
default; the report of the commissioners is herewith transmitted, 

Win endeavoring to discharge that part of my duty which re- 
ptites me to lay before the General Aasembly, such information 
as I miay bèin possession of Ihave communicated my sentiments 
en some important subjects, with a frankness which may seem 
like an-unwarranted intrusion on the peculiar province of a body, 
whose intelligence, and patriotism, axe sure guarantees, of not 
only a , = an pR discharge ha their duties 1 must 
trust, for an apology in the ussge establis m OCESEOTS 5 
and the deep interest I feel for the weitere bih kaii Hopin M 
that harmony may prevail, and a congeneality of feeling mate 
your deliberations, {tender you my cordial co-operation, in all 
jneesures calculated to promete the general welfare, —_- 

k : = GC, BRANDON. 
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